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- 
PROCEEDINGS 
Be | 
HIS MAJESTIES Juſtices of Peace, 
al Ar the SESSIONS of 
Oyer and Terminer ; 
Held at Hicks's-Hall, September the 6th , 1684. for the 


Tryal of the Conſtables, &4c. of the Hamlets of Spittle- 
Fields, and Betbnal-Green. 


— 


Midd.l. Ad Seſſionem Oier &+ Terminer tent” pro Cons 
Midd' per adjorn : apud Hicks- hall in St. Johns Street, 
inCom' pred die $abbati, ſexto die Septembris, Anno 

_.. Regni Dom” noſtr” Garolt ſecundi, Dei Gratia, Aw- 
ghie,Scotie, Francie,& Hliberme, Regis, Fidei defen- 
ſor” ec. Triceſemo ſexto , coram Will. Smith Ba- 
ronetto, Rich, Downton Milite, Johan. Berry 
Milite, Thom.Rowe, Thom. Harriot, Armigeris, ac 
aliis ſociis ſuis Juilic. diffi Dom Regis, vc, ibidem. 


| T is thought fit, and ordered by this Court, That a brief 


account of the Inducement ro the proceedings, and of the 
| procecdings againſt the Pariſh-Officers hereafter named, at 
the Scfſions of Oier & Terminer, be publiſhed and Printed, 


as followeth. 


That the Tower-Hamlets conſiſt of Nincteen Pariſhes and Ham. 
lets ; which Hamlets areas numerous as moſt Pariſhes in England. 
That the people for the moſt part confiſt of Weavers; and 
other Manutacturers,and of Sea-men, Water-men, and ſuch who 
rclate to Shipping and Sexſervice; and arc generally ycry Fa- 
ious and Poor. A | That 


(2) 

That there were about Sixtcen'great and publick Conventicles 
within the ſaid Hamlets, and Houſes'built for them as big as 
moſt Churches ; and fitted up withPews and Pulpits,as Churches. 

That the Juſtices of Peace of 'Middleſex, living in the faid 
Tower-hamlets, could never prevail with the Conſtables and Pa- 
riſh-Officers to ſuppreſs the ſaid Conventicles ; nor during the - 
time of the Ignoramus Furies, could invent any way to ſuppreſs 
them; in regard, that if any Fine had been laid upon any of the 
Hearers or Preachers, above Ten ſhillings, - there tay an Appeal, 
which was to have been tryed by a Jury, which would certainly 
have gone againſt the conviction of the Juſtices ; and thereby 
the Juſtices would have becn Derided, the Government Bafied: 
and thoſe Factious perſons who frequented thoſe Conventicles, 
made more Inſolent and Rebellious. 

That as ſoon as there were Loyal Sheriffsof Midd!eſex,and con- 
ſequently hopes of good Juries , the Juſtices went in perſon, and 
did in a little time ſuppreſs thoſe publick and bold Convyenti- 


cles. | | 

That the ſaid Juſtices were forced,.to their grear trouble and - - 
charges,to keep frequent Seſſions in the Tower-Hamlets for the 
preſervation of the peace; without which,inall probability, the 
Factious-people there 1 thoſe times, had got inio Rebellion, 


being ripe for it. | 
That notwithſtanding. this Care of the Juſtices, and altho, the 


publick Conventicles were ſuppreſled,yer the Factious people gor 
rogether in great numbers in private Houſes, and held Convyen- 
ticles there, and thoſe in great numbers ; of which none of the 
Pariſh-Officers would make any- diſcoyery, nor execute any of 
the Juſtices Warrants to that purpoſe ; which did cnforce the 
Juſtices' to employ ſtrangers in that Service, and by them the 
Juſtices have had intelligence where thoſe Conventicles have 
been kept; and have been forced to repair to the places: them- 
felves to ſuppreſs them, not daring to truſt any Pariſh-Officers 
which was ſo great a trouble and toil to the Juſtices, that they 
did reſolve to keep a Sefſions 1n every Pariſh and Hamlet, to the 
intent they might make a full enquiry into all places, and a per- 
te& difcovery of thoſe Fattions and Rebellious perfons,. who 
contemned all Authority ; and this they were more inclined to 
do, becauſe they did apprehend,thar ſome of thoſe Traitors and 
Miſcreants, who were un the late Horrid Plot for the Murther of 


His Majeſty, and His Royal Brocher, might. lurk in wy - 
thoſe 
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thofe places ; And therefore ſent out their Warrants to the High- 
Conſtable, requiring him to iſſue forth his Warrant to the Of- 
kcers of the ſeveral Pariſhes and Hamlets, ro givenorice of a 
Seflions, and to require them to bring in a Liſt to that Seſſions 
of the Inhabitants, Houſe-keepers, and Inmates, to the intent a 
diſcovery might be made what they were, and who they were 
who did diſturb the Government, and would not conform to the 
Laws; And ro their great charge and trouble, the Juſtices went 
through moſt of the Pariſhes and Hamlets, and kepr Seſljons 
a: laſt. they came to the Hamlet of Spitrle-fields, and there on 
the thirtieth day of ly, Sir William Smith Baronet, Sir John 
Berry Knight, Charles Osborne Eſq; Arnold Brown Eſq; and Abra- 
ham Bayly Eſq; Juſtices of tlic Peace, Living in the Tower-harr« 
ets, held a Setlions,to which the Pariſh-Officers were ſummoned, 
to give an' account upon Oath of the Inhabitants, Houſe-keep- 
ers, and Inmates, within that Hamlet, which 1s the moſt Facti- 
ous Hamlet of all the Tower-Diviſion, having had many Con- 
venticlcs in it, which it {till hath ; and which che Juſtices could 
never. prevail with - the Pariſh-Ofhicers to ſuppreſs or Diſcover; 
and being then required to take an Oath to that end, they be- 
ing Fifteen in number; unanimouſly refuſed ( to the great con- 
tempt” of Authority, and. the diſappointing the Juſtices of that 
diſcovery they hoped to have made there; for which contemps 
thc Juſtices demanded of them to find Surctics to appear at the 

encral Sefſions,to anſwer the Contempt ; and in the mean time 
to be of the Good Behaviour; which they likewiſe unanimouſly 
refuſed to do ; for which the Juſtices committed them to his 
Majefties Gaol of New-Priſonand as they went out of the Court, 
1n great ſcorn they bid the Juſtices look ro the Poor z and _the 
very next day,the poor 1n great numbers,ina Murinous and Re 
bcllious way, carne. to the Houſes of Sir William Smith, Sir John 
Berry, and Arnold Brown, to demand money of them, and like- 
wiſe to the Miniſter of the Pariſh of Stepney, and threatned they 
would come a great multitude of them on Sunday to the Church, 
to demand Relict there ; and did declare they were incouraged 
to this mutinous proceeding, by the inſtigation of ſome of thoſe 
Officers in priſon. Which practice might have had an ill conſe- 
quence, if by the Juſtices Care it had nor been prevented. That 
the ſaid Officers continued in Prfonabour three weeks, and did 
not apply to any of the Juſtices of the Peace to be Bailed ; bur 
ſtaycd until one of His Majeſtics Judges of the Kings Bench came 


from 
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from the Circuit, and'then put in Bayl before him to appear at- | 
this General Scflions; where by a Commiſſion of 0zer and Termi- + 
er they were tryed, and upon a full hearing of the King's Coun- | 
cil,and of the Parties and their Council, they were found Guilty,” 
and Judgment given againſt them, astolloweth, viz. Edwart 
Binns fined an Hundred pounds, Zohn Cartwright an hundred: 
pounds, David Waine an hundred pounds, Roland 7 rion, Chriſto-" | 
pher Tooley, William Cowley, John Hilton, Richard Shkingley, Lau- | 
rence Culliford, Samuel Winnet, Fifty pounds a picce ; William 
Sumner, John Newit,and John Miller,who confeſlcd the faid Indict- 
ment, Five marks a piece; George Henwood thirteen ſhillings and 
four pence ; and all commutted ro New-Priſon, until they have 
paid their ſaid Fines ; and John Child, the Head Beadle of the 
ſaid Spittle-fields, to be ſet Twice 1n the Pillory. 
| That for the ſame Offence, Five other Officers of the Hamlet 
' of Bethnal-Green, had Judgment given againſt them as follow- 
eth, viz. James Pittman, who would not Plcad or Anſwer to 
the Indi&tment, hath Judgment given againſt him by Nihil dicit, 
is fined Two hundred pounds ; William Malin, Richard Stratford, 
and William Palmer, who confeſſed the Indi&tment, are fined 
| five marks a piece, and all committed to New-Priſon, until they 
have paid their reſpective Fines; Samuel Wheeler, Beadle of Beth- 
nal-Green, to be fer Once in the Pillory. ”y 


That if Exemplary Juſtice had not been done upon theſe Of. 
fenders, neither. Juſtices of Peace, nor any other Officers His Ma- 
jeſty ſhould have employed in thoſe Hamlets, would have been . 
able to have done any Service for the preſervation of the Peace, 
and ſuppreſſing theſe Tumultuous Mcertings,and Riotous Afſem- 
blics, but they would have been in danger to haye been knock- 


ed o'th head by the Mobile. 
| Per Cur 
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